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charity. Otherwise we shall not deserve to exist as an
independent country. The same applies to foreign
ideologies. I would accept them only to the extent that
I can assimilate them and adapt them to the Indian
scene. But I must refuse to go under them.
Harijan,  6-10-J46

CHAPTER  VII

THE CURSE OF INDUSTRIALISM

There is a growing body of enlightened opinion
which distrusts this civilization which has insatiable
material ambition at one end and consequent war at
the other. But whether good or bad, why must India
become industrial in the Western sense? The Western
civilization is urban. Small countries like England or
Italy may afford to urbanize their systems. A big coun-
try like America with a very sparse population, per-
haps, cannot do otherwise. But one would think that
a big country, with a teeming population with an
ancient rural tradition which has hitherto answered its
purpose, need not, must not copy the Western model.
What is good for one nation situated in one condition
is not necessarily good enough for another differently
situated. One man's food is often another man's poison-
Physical geography of a country has a predominant
share in determining its culture. A fur coat may be a
necessity for the dweller in the polar regions, it will
smother those living in the equatorial regions.
Toung India, 25-7-}29

I would categorically state my conviction that the
mania for mass-production is responsible for the world
crisis. Granting for the  moment that machinery may